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Judith Lorber and Lisa Jean Moore consider the interface between the social institutions of gender

and Western medicine in this brief, lively textbook. They offer a distinct feminist viewpoint to analyze

issues of power and politics concerning physical illness. SIGNS labeled the first edition 'a rich and

imaginative work.' In the extensively revised second edition of this successful text, the authors add

chapters on disability and genital surgeries. They also update and expand their discussions of social

epidemiology, AIDS, the health professions, PMS, menopause, and feminist health care. For a

creative, feminist-oriented alternative to traditional texts on medical sociology, medical

anthropology, and the history of medicine, this is an ideal choice.
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I had to order this book for one of my Sociology classes, and I was surprisingly very interested in it!

Judith Lorber is an excellent writer and sociologist, and I recommend this to anyone that is taking

any higher-level sociology courses in college.



Excellent! A great add to my doctoral dissertation reading list.A excellent add to the reading list of

those interested in sociological perspectives on women and health.

Illness is defined as something that one gets over; it is a relatively short lived event in the course of

the person's life. Disease OTOH is a long and chronic affliction, and Gender and the Social

Construction of Illness is probably the only book that comprehensively shows how "gender race

class ethnicity and culture influence the experience of the _symptoms_. of illness. This book also

deals with the treatments within the current American health system succeeds or fails within those

boundaries. Lorber gives extensive examples of Kleinman, & Sontag to highlight how people

experience their illness based on a variety of external social and cultural factors. Recommended.

Topics were relevant to the issue and very good sources and statistics.

Awesome!

This book was required for a class of mine. Text books are always annoying to buy and way too

expensive.
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